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THE OLD TESTAMENT SOCIETY IN BERLIN. 
By Mr. Lewis B. Paton, 

Berlin, Germany. 

In the list of lectures on the first page of the catalogue of 
the University of Berlin this announcement appears, ' ' Alttest- 
atnentliche Societat, Prof. Dr. Strack, Donnerstags 12-1." 
The name conveys so little idea of the real nature of the 
society that the American, intending to study abroad, into 
whose hands the catalogue comes is apt to pass over un- 
noticed an institution of great interest and importance for all 
students of Hebrew or of Old Testament criticism. This so- 
ciety is organized to facilitate the work of the large numbers 
of the English-speaking students of the Old Testament who 
come to Berlin, and as such, deserves the attention of those 
who intend to visit a foreign university but have not yet de- 
cided which one to select. 

The American who comes to Germany for the first time, 
however familiar he may be with German literature and Ger- 
man thought, is certain to experience difficulty in adapting 
himself to the new methods both of instruction and of study 
that he finds here. Thought moves along different lines 
from those to which he has been accustomed, and particularly 
if his previous study has been in one of the more conserva- 
tive American schools, he is at a loss how to adjust himself 
to the new environment and loses time and energy in mis- 
directed efforts. If he is a novice in the language he is still 
more in need of guidance ; and if he has no one to suggest 
to him those books that will lead him most quickly into the 
subject upon which he wishes to work, he will waste many 
hours that, with the shortness of his stay in Germany, he can 
ill afford to lose. If he could meet the professors personally, 
as in our American colleges, and ask their advice freely, the 
difficulty would be removed, but in the German university, 
particularly in such a one as Berlin, this is impossible unless, 
through introductions, or in some other special way, one be- 
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comes personally acquainted with the instructors: such 
interviews moreover call for a greater command of the lan- 
guage than most Americans possess when they first arrive. 

The late Prof. Delitzsch, who felt a peculiar interest in 
American thought and American students, perceived this 
difficulty and, in the kindness of his heart, organized an 
American Club at Leipzig in which he put the treasures of 
his learning and of his experience at the disposal of the new 
comers and rendered aid that is gratefully remembered by all 
who have had the privilege of associating with him. Since 
his death there has been no one to take his place in this 
labor of love until Prof. Strack of Berlin determined to fol- 
low his example and sacrifice a portion of his own time for 
the good Of the foreign students. The ridiculous conserva- 
tism of the University authorities did not allow the new 
" Seminar" to appear in the catalogue as designed for Eng- 
lish-speaking students, but it is posted as such on the bulletin- 
board, and it is generally understood that only English or 
American students are expected to attend. The great advan- 
tage of this arrangement is that the professor is able to 
converse more informally and that the Americans feel less 
hesitation in asking questions and in making remarks than 
would be the case if a number of German students were pres- 
ent. German is spoken regularly in all of the discussions so 
that the American does not feel that he is losing time by 
hearing his own language, but Dr. Strack is one -of the few 
professors who speak an excellent English so that the new 
comer who is not equal to the task of expressing his wants or 
his ideas in German is at liberty to use his own language. 
During the last Semester a Mishna tractate was taken as a 
permanent topic for discussion when no special subject was 
on hand, but all members were at liberty to hand in written 
questions and these were given a full discussion at a subse- 
quent meeting, so that in this way a great variety of gram- 
matical, exegetical and critical questions have been taken up 
during the past winter. In the Summer Semester the book 
of Leviticus will be the permanent basis of discussion, but 
the same freedom will be exercised in regard to the investi- 
gation of other matters that are of interest to the members. 



